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SUB J : LIBERATION FRONTS ASSERT WAR WILL CONTINUE; CRITICIZE USG 

1 . AT NOON YESTERDAY, MARCH 1 1, THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE 
WESTERN SOMALI LIBERATION FRONT, WSLF, TOLD THE PRESS THAT THE 
WAR CONDUCTED BY THE WSLF AND THE SOMALI ABO LIBERATION FRONT 
IS CONTINUING AND WOULD CONTINUE. SECRETARY GENERAL ABDULLAHI 
MOHAMED HASSAN CLAIMED VICTORY OVER THE ETHIOPIANS, BUT ADDED 
THAT THE GRAVITY OF SITUATION WAS BROUGHT ABOUT BY THE INTER- 
VENTION OF BIG POWERS ON THE SIDE OF COLONIAL GOVERNMENT. HE 
ASSERTED THAT THE WITHDRAWAL OF SOMALI ARMY CONTINGENTS FROM 
THE BATTLE WILL NOT WEAKEN THE MOMENTUM OF THE STRUGGLE. 

2. HASSAN ALSO CHARGED THAT THE SOVIET UNION AND THE UNITED 
STATES HAD ADOPTED IDENTICAL ATTITUDES TOWARD THE CAUSE OF THE 
LIBERATION FRONTS. THE SOVIETS, HE CONTINUED, USED ARMED FORCE 
TO CRUSH OUR JUST CAUSE, AND THE US APPROVED. HE ACCUSED THE 

US OF INSINCERITY IN TRYING TO SPARE THE POPULATION OF WESTERN 
SOMALI FROM RETRIBUTION, AND CONTENDED AMERICA SHOULD 
HAVE SUPPORTED THE RIGHT OF SELF-DETERMINATION. 
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3. IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION, THE WSLF LEADER SAID 

THERE WERE LARGE NUMBERS OF REFUGEES FLOWING INTO SOMALIA. 

4. THE SOMALI ABO LIBERATION FRONT (SALF) MADE A SIMILAR 
STATEMENT TODAY, MARCH 12, ASSERTING THAT THE WAR WOULD GO 
ON. THE SPOKESMAN ALSO CRITICIZED THE ADMINISTRATION FOR 
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IGNORING THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF THE WESTERN SOMALI PEOPLES 
AND HOPING TO REESTABLISH A RELATIONSHIP WITH ETHIOPIA 
THAT WAS NO LONGER POSSIBLE. HE APPEALED TO THE AMERICAN 
PEOPLE TO REDIRECT THE COURSE OF THE USG ON THE HORN OF 
AFRICA. 

5. MOGADISCIO RADIO AND THE SOMALI NEWS AGENCY HAVE ALSO 
CARRIED THE STATEMENT OF THE WSLF, BUT BEEN CAREFUL TO 
SOURCE THE STATEMENTS TO THE FRONT. 

6. COMMENT: HOW MUCH CONTROL THE GSDR HAS OVER THE FRONTS 
IS OPEN TO DEBATE. THE FRONTS MUST BE RESPONSIVE AT I .FAST 

TO A DEGREE TO THE WISHES OF MOGADISCIO. BUT THEY ALSO 
REPRESENT POWERFUL FACTIONS WITHIN THE COUNTRY. THE GSDR 
WILL FIND IT VERY DIFFICULT TO MUZZLE THEM, AND PROBABLY 
TO DIRECT THEM TO FOLLOW PACIFIC POLICIES IN THE OGADEN AS 
WELL. MOREOVER, IT WILL HAVE LITTLE CAUSE TO DO SO IF 
THE ETHIOPIANS FOLLOW A VINDICTIVE POLICY IN THE 
OGADEN. 

LOUGHRAN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: LIBERATION, UNCONVENTIONAL WARFARE, BOUNDARY CLAIMS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 12 mar 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978MOGADI00500 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D78011 1-0231 
Format: TEL 
From: MOGADISCIO 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780378/aaaacnvt.tel 

Line Count: 82 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 296074c8-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3358474 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: LIBERATION FRONTS ASSERT WAR WILL CONTINUE; CRITICIZE USG 
TAGS: PBOR, SO, ET, WSLF, SALF, (ABDULLAHI MOHAMED HASSAN) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/296074c8-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



